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Preſent Negotiations of 2 


Vindicated from the . i 
tation of Trifling, | 


F ever Hellebore was Werle * the 
Nation, this is the Critical Minute 
for giving it in large Doſes. Fot 
certainly the Brains of the People 

were never ſo Diſtemper'd as at preſent 
At one time Spain and the. Weſt-Irdies 
was thought' too narrow a Spot of Em- 
pire for ſuch Capacious Souls. The great 
Hopes we had conceiv'd of our Succeſſes 
Abroad had Heated our Imaginations, 
and we were all bent to carry, on the 
War with Vigour *till the Span Me-. 
narchy ſhould be Reſtor'd entire to the 
Houſe of Auſtria ; but perceiving out 
ſelves ſhort in that Reckoning, jaded 
with frequent Miſcarriages in Spain, find- 
ing the Enemy Recruited to a Miracle, 
after ſeveral Defeats, our ſelves ſcarce 


able to maintain the ſingle Province of 
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Catalonia, and exhauſted with the Prodi i- 
gious Charge a War of ſo remote a Situa- 


tion had involv'd us in, the Nation 


abated much of their former warm Re- 


ſolutions, and cla mour'd for Peace. This 


Humour, heighten'd' by the Report of 
what Beneficial and Honourable Terms 


had been offer'd' ' us [after the Battle of 
Ramelies, made the gene rality Outrage- 


ons, and the ſincere Advances made to- 


wards a good Peace by the preſent My, 
furniſt'd out a very juſt Topick of Re- 
Rühn e the late Selfiſm and Ambi- 

——0@o, for preventing us of the 


Tei of ia y able a 9 e bes- 


e impety us Humonr of 


ſet. on Foot as oon as the 
were at leiſure ta look round I Them, 
and provide againſt all Accidents | that 
might interrupt the Prog reſs . of i * 


fages; Fer we hayg a Clamorous Race of 


eople, th that are no as heartily. agaial 
1 77 ever they 0 15 and rudely 


interpoling ved their Queries about the 
n. e Fe Method, of 
3 ..cuying 


nds crews 1 


This 
Treaty has been carry'd on with unuſu- 

al Ap pl cation, great Difficulties Maſter d, 
and tk Fruition of our Hopes ſeemingly at 
ao. great Diſtance by ſeveral hopeful Pre-. 


„ 


Sineerity in 1 


Ju 
ed 


much as Dreamt of in the former Preli- 
minaries. How provoking muſt thoſe 
Siniſter Conſtructions be to a M=———y 
that has nothing at Heart ſo much as the 
_  Goodof the Nation, that Evidence their 

Compaſſion: to their Bleeding Country. 
How great a Temptation would it be to 
Men of . leſs Firmneſs and Stability of 
Soul, to repay the Ingratitude-of a Mur- 
muring People by abandoning their High 
Stations, if Love to their Country was 
pon her les to all other Calls 
There was, it's true, a ſpecious Pre- 
tence in the late M —— y to all this, in 
1 . . „ 1 the 
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2 00 6 % 
the Saving Bargains they ſeem'd to make 
for the Allies, and beating the Common 
Enemy in good Earneſt.” ' But here is 
an undiſguisd Affection, which every 
one reads at firſt Sight, and the more he 
Looks, the more he Admires. And there- 
fore that People may not be captivated 
with looſe and flying Notions about an 
Affair undertaken with ſo much Forecaſt, 
and Conducted with fo much Prudence, 
it will be proper to Examine all the 
| little Cavils-that have been rais'd againſt f 
the Management of this Treaty from the 
firſt Step, thro? the ſeveral Paces of it, in 
order to fee how ſlender a Ground Tony 
is for Clamour. | 
The World will readily grant it no 
common Proof of Dexterity, and muſt | 
likewiſe allow it as an Argument of me 
great Confidence our Allies abroad re- 
pos'd in the Preſent M y, that 
they could be engag'd by their Mediation 
to meet at the General Congreſs, and 
hear what France had to ſay for herſelf 
after ſo many Prevarications : There 
ſeem'd to be a confirm'd obſtinacy in ſome 
of the Potentates to begin upon the Foot 
of the Old Treaty, and not to depart 3 
Tittle from the former Preliminaries. 


This 
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This Stiffneſs muſt neceſſarily have ſti- 

fled all the. Endeavours of the M —— 7 


in the birth. Yet theſe Difficulties were 
all maſter'd purely by Addreſs and good 


Management ; and profeſs'd Enemies were 
— to talk together with Humanity 


and Temper. Theſe Maſterly ſtrokes in 
the Infancy of the Treaty are all paſs'd 


by, or look d upon with a ſuſpicious Eye, 


by thoſe who envy a Succeſs of that Im- 


portance in any hands but their own, and 
tremble to think a Peace ſo far advanced, 
through ſo many Struggles and Oppoſi- 
But waving this Digreſſion, let us be- 
gin at the ſpring of this Negotiation, and 
Follow it down through all the ſecret 


* 


windings, in which we ſhall find no de- 


viations from the road of Sincerity and 
Honour. a Hos 


Some Perſons are-ſo peeviſh as to quar- 


rel at the firſt Motion that was made to- 


wards a Peace ; but they are only ſuch as 


love to fiſh in troubled Waters, and de- 


tight in War But others that affect to 


have more Pacifick Views, and ſeem to 
intend. the Good of the Publick, tell us, 
They are not fatisfy'd in the forward 


Advances they preſume have been made 
on our ſide : That the firſt Step was a 
We | little 


little ina; aud gere too gen tin. | 
brage to our Allies to Caſper? we we were 
making a good Bargain for Our ſelves:, 
diſtinct from: any Conſideration! of their | 
Welfare: That the Agents employd were 
Men of too little Figure and Notice — | 
open an Affair of that Importance; at 
too few Brains to ſound! th Polierer | 
a tricking Court, or enter into the Fut | 
eſs of their Management. : 
By this Specimen we may judge 5. ? 
trifling the ſucceeding: Cavils againſt the 
Negotiation will be: But how weak ſo⸗ 
ever they may appear to Men of Diſtin. 
Qion, yet the Whigs laving fark a ſtreſs 
upon them, it will be neceſſary to clear „ 
them as we go on. EN 
1. A to the forward Aﬀances: that 
fome preſume have-been-made on our-fide: 
I think it was high time for any Pru- _ 
dent M —y to be alarumd, when it 
was a current Report that France had : 
been buſy in tam ering with all the Po- 
tentates concernꝰd in the Grand Alliance 
and had they at that time try*d to make 
a ſaving Bargain for our ſelves, ſome ö 
People think they might be justify d by 
the Rules of Prudenſe. 5 
There are good Authorities will telt 
you, That all the DH patches of Monſieur 
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petecum to the Marquis de Torcy, were 


% 
, ” 


not barely Letters of Ceremony and 
' Complement, but likewiſe contain'd pri- 
vate Negotiations in behalf of the D ch, 
tho? others, too partial to that Foreign 


Intereſt, confidently affirm what that Re- 
ſident did was done in an open and 
avow'd manner, and that the D ——ch, 
never receiv'd any Overtures, hut what 


they were ready to communicate to the 


Grand Alliance. wid! 
But not laying too great a ſtreſs upon 


the Certainty of rheſe Reports, ſuch an 


Alarm from Abroad was enough to juſtify 


any M———y's being upon their Guard, 
and taking neceſſary Precautions againſt 
being over - reach d by their pretended 


Friends. But what forwardneſs, I would 
fain know, appear'd on our fide ? | 
The French humbly Petition for Peace, 


and deſire a proper Meſſenger fo be ſent 

over to them. Could we with any colour 
of Reaſon refuſe to hear them? Such a a 
Denial would have brought the ſame 


Odium upon the Preſent M=—y, as it 


did upon the Laſt. Yet this manifeſt 
Truth ſome have had the Impudence to 


deny, and do not fail to infinuate amongſt 


a ruin'd Party, as if an Agent had 


been ſent from Britain, veſted with Pub- 
RL. ge lick 


lick Authority, to propoſe 4 


ws) 


Peace. But for what End thoſe bold 
Aſſertors cannot tell. For the Preſent 
M y are no more in want of a Peace 
than the Laſt, but only purely in Com- 
paſſion to Mankind, and to comply with 


| 7 univerſal Cry of the Nation. 


Thofe who firſt coin'd that Popilir 
Story, viz. That the Preſent M—— x 
could not ſubſiſt without a Peace, and. 
that they were oblig'd to make one upon” | 


any Terms, have found their Miſtake ; 
For tho? they enter'd upon the Admini- 


ſtration with a Clogg'd Exohequer, and 
anticipated Funds, yet, we find, they 
maſter'd all thoſe Difficulties the firſt 


Tear with uncommon dexterity. Since 


that time I preſume none will have the 


aſſurance to ſay, that there could be any+ | 
want of Neceffaries to carry on the War, 
when Credit has been ſo mitaculouſly re- 


ſtor'd, and ſuch extraordinary Supplies 
giren by Pt, and likely to conti. 
nue, if "hey ſhall be found neceflary 3 ſo 
that the main ExpeRation'of a Clamorous 
Party, is entirely defeated. But ſuppoſing 
what I ſhall never grant, that all the 
Punctilio's were not inſiſted upon in re- 
cieving the firſt Overtures froth the DOTY: 


of Frence. EEE, | 


"© ae. 


This cannot fix any Imputation of For · 
„ on our fide ; For ſince the 
My Were ſatisfy' d of the Sincerity 
of Frauce coming into a ſerious Treaty, 
the Ceremonial Part was unnecefſary. 
Neither can I think this induſtrious Pur- 
ſuit of Peace to be any ways diſgraceful 
to us, or looks forward; though ſome 
People call it by a reproachful Title of 
Giving firſt out of the War' in the midſt of 
Triumph and ViFZories.: There is no Per- 
ſon ſure, in his Wits, thinks that War is 
the Province of G. B3.— 2, or that 
it is entail'd ſo abſolutely upon us, that 5 
no Reaſonable Offers can make us quit it. 
We deſert none of our Confederates by 
.. it ; they have all the ſame Promiſes made 
to them as our ſelves, viz. that every 
particular Ally ſhall find his Account in 
the Treaty ; and there cannot be any 
room to | 06% 9 of it, when we have the 
Bona Fide Security of Frame to enſure it. 

To thoſe who Object to the ſecret Ma- 
nagement of the firſt Steps of the Negor 
tiation, we have this to ſay; 

That there were no Drums beaten, nor 
Trumpets ſounded, to procleim. what Er- 
rand the Agents were. going upon, it's 
true, and ſo much the more prudent Ma: 
nagement, though ſome Writers took the 

Boa  - wean 
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| a9) : | 
freedom upon this occaſion to call it a 
Clandeſtine Negotiation, and thought to 
skreen themſelves under the double en- 
tendre of the word. 0 
It's plain, the M-——y were not fo 

very ſollicitous about keeping our Agents 
Journey to Paris amongſt the Secrets of 
State, elſe they might eaſily provided 


ö againſt one's being diſcover'd at his, 

A | © 11 9 o bd . If 
Landing, but look'd upon it as an indif- 
Fl ferent matter; for the whole Tranſaction 


= | was afterwards made publick under the 
Ef. | Title of A New Journey to Paris; and 
it's certain there could be no great Streſs 
laid upon it, becauſe tho our Comple- 
ment to France was return'd by the be- 
ginning of September, and the French, 
Agents were entertain d here ſome time, 
yet the Ernperor's Miniſter, who reſided 
here, had no publick Intimation of thoſe 
Paſſages, the Preliminary Articles not be- 
ing ſent to him till ſome time after their 
departure, as ſome with an uſual Con- 
fidence affirm. i EO 
But ſuppoſing all the Formalities to a 
Foreign Miniſter not punctually obſerv'd, 
where is the neceſſity of all this Clamour? 
Can the bare receiving Propoſals from 
| France be look'd upon with ſuch a ſuſpi- 
cious Eye? As if we might not be as 
ia | EE 1 nn 


FEELS 
8 


; Fm 
ſafely. traſted with the firſt Sight of the 
French Offers, as the Dutch or any other 
Ally. This myſterious way of dealing, 
as ſome envious People call it, is the 
uſual Method of all wiſe Politicians, till 
a Secret is ripe for diſcovery : Neither 
can I ſee how it can adminiſter the leaſt 
ground of Jealouſy, that the M=—=y can 
be blam'd for permitting the French 
Agents to ſtay here, conſidering what be- 
neficial Advances they were ſaid to have 
made upon the Firſt Articles, with reſpe& 
to the Commerce of G- f B—x, and 
Advantage of other Potentates, and all the 
Foreign Princes might ſafely truſt ſuch a 
M y with their reſpective Pretenſions. 

Some are offended that Count G 


* 


had not the Preliminary Articles ſooner, 
or indeed that they were not Sign'd in 
concert with the Foreign Miniſters, and 
with their uſual Effrontery inſinuate, that 
the communicating of that great Secret 
of the Preliminaries was purely owing to 
the Diſcovery the Imperial Miniſter made 
of the whole private Tranſactions. But 
theſe People talk according to their fool- 
iſh Inſtructions. That Miniſter was too 
impatient in his Demands, and rather 
over- jealous of his Maſter's Intereſt to a 
degree of uncourtly Curioſity; and if he 
1 | | | Was 


* 


vour, it was not becoming t 


e 


was oblis? d to ſtay ſomewhat longer- * 7 


an Anſwer than the warmth of his 


| Complexion could well admit of, there is 


no Colluſion or Deceit in all this. Could 
he have waited with Temper he might have 
receiv'd the Preliminaries and the additi- 
onal Articles together, but conſidering 
what a good uſe he made of the firſt Fa- 

2 Prudence 
or Dignity of the My to truſt him 
with a ſecond, As they were lodg'd with 


him as a Secret, ſo he could ſcarce in de- 


cency anſwer communicating them to the 
Publick, eſpecially by ſuch a Falione 
Medings. as the Daily Courant. 

With page leſs view than expoſi ing the 
My to publick Scorn, cowd he 
ſuffer thoſe 3 to be publiſh'd, when 
there were Enemies enough in 'our. own 
Boſom to vouch thofe Scandalous Prelis 


minaries were to be the Baſis of the enſu- 
ing Treaty ; whereas it has been prov'd 
ſince, that they were only a — looſe 
Propoſals, either to be admitted or relin- 


quiſh'd at Pleaſure .; And how can. this 
furniſh out an handle towards Diſſol- 
ving all Truſt and; Confidence amongſt 


the Allies, unleſs ſome People will rigid- 


ly inſiſt upon that Stipulation, vz. Ta 


af (Pty and Jan with the re? of the 


Con- 


? Bs 
WWW 
Confederates in all Proceedings relating to 
Peace and War. But this has in a great 
Meaſure been made good, tho not per- 
haps expteſly according to the Letter of 
the Agreement ; for it's well known the 
D and we have went Hand in Hand 
from the very firſt Step, as is evident 
from their acquieſcing to all the Mea- 
ſures concerted here; and tho? ſome Pers 
ſons have interpreted Monſieur Byys's Er- 
rand to Britain to be a fort of a watch 
upon the French Agents; yet thoſe that 
preſume to know better, tell us, he juſt 
eſcap'd a publick Reprimand for his 
Officiouſneſs: But ſome that affect a deep- 
er Penetration than ordinary, would fain 
perſwade us that the D-— þ were ſtart- 
led at the firſt Sight of the Preliminaries, 
and that they were brought to Conſent 
to a Congreſs with the greateſt Difficulty 
imaginable 3 That at laſt, finding our 


M——y fixd in their. Reſolution of 


purſuing the Scheme they had laid, af- 
ter many preſſing Applications, conſented 
to Blank-Paſsports for the French Mini- 
ſters, which were to be filPd' up here, 
and ſent to Pain. 
I look upon the backwardnefs of the 
D—cþ to be a very weak DE 
againſt the Speciouſneſs of the Preſimina- 

he, ries 3 
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ries; for, if the D—c< are, as they 
have been Cordially Repreſented a-late, 


a Covetous, Rapacious, Selfiſh People, its 


no wonder they were for playing their 
Old Game at G ——— bargh, Graſping at 
all in the Dark, and not ſtanding to the 


Deciſion of an Open Congreſs: Beſides 


they wanted their OIdW — ſh. Exgliſd 1 
and Plenipo, who acquieſd to every thing 
they demanded for the Good of their State, 
conniv'd at their Fraudulent Practices in 
the Field, and gave them a Barrier ſo perni- . 
cious to the Trade of G--—— B———, 
and ſo encroaching upon F——, that 
they could not eaſily be wrought upon to 
change Hands; but ſuppoſing they were. 
brought to conſent to a Congreſs upon 
the earneſt Sollicitation of our M- y, 
they have long ſince Cancell'd the Obli- 


gation, by telling us in their Letter, con- 


cerning the Barrier Treaty, . what Pains 
they took, and how Meritorious their In- 


duſtry was in furthering our Scheme of 


Peace. | EE IN 
All are vain Amuſements, unleſs any 

one is able to Demonſtrate that there 

has been a Separate Treaty carry'd on in 


Favour of Great Britain, without any 


regard to our Allies. That Meaſures have 
been taken for Dividing that Succeſſion 
| which 


, 
e, 
which the Allies are engag'd to preſerve 
entire; That there has been a Deſigu laid 
for continuing the Duke of Aries 8 
ſxfon of Spain and ie WelF-Iydies, which 
the Queeh has promiſed to wrelt Hom the 
Houfe of Bourbon with her utmoſt en- 
deavour: In fine, unleſs it can be prob d 
that we have Sacrificd the Firmneſs' of 
our Allies to a precarious Intereſt in the 
Meſtern Part of the World; but theſe are 
Abſurdities which no one can Embrace 
withouß Impeaching his Judgment; A 
Prince and Miniſtry always Talk conſi- 
ſtently. The Queen very lately fhew'd 
herſelf very active for the Emperor's In- 
tereſt, has all along expreſs'd an uncom- 
mon Tendernefs for her Grand Allies the 
States, and Endeavours upon all Occaĩ- 
ons to Cultivate a good Correſpondence- 
between England and all her Foreign Al- 
liances; and can any one ſo far give into 
Spleen, and Siniſter Conſtructions, as to 
think the ſame Spirit does not Reign in 
the Miniſtry as in the Crown? and if fo, 
how miſgrounded are all our Fears? How 
ill-tim'd our Complaints? how unjuſt out 
Surmizes? The Surprize of an Honour- 
able Peace juſt at Hand, when exposd to 
publick. View, with all the unexpected 
Advantages, will more then overpay our 
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 Liogring Expettations, and being kept in 


Tho Eh Quarrel with the Treaty be- 

Agents Employ'd on our Side 
were Men of too Low a Figure to Open 
an Affair of that Importance, are fcarce _ 
worth Anſwering : There is a Race of 
People, Cui Stupet in titulit, & imagini- 


* 


bus, who think Titles and Honours com- 


4 


Prong Good. Senſe and Experience; 
ut alas the intrinfick Worth of 925 


Gentlemen exceeds the richeſt Blobd. An 


tho? it had been the Fate of one to be 


bred a Drawer, the other an Iriſh Foot- 


* 


been n to give out, yet the Addreſs _ 
ud Parts they have both acquired, will 
be a laſting Reproach to thoſe who boaſt 


* 


One of theſe Agents has made a con- 
fiderable Figure in the Learned World as 
a Pindarique Poet, beſides the peculiar, 
Turn of his Head to Buſineſs, has rendred 


important Affalts of Life. The great 
Weight that lay upon his Head in the 
Negotiation of Reſriot has fitted him 

this Nature, and he 


latch fot M. Meſnager, 


him Uſeful to his Country in the molk | 


was a very proper 


whogras Deputy of the Councif of Com- 


merce, 


* wi 3 
merce, Mr. Pr having Gee 
miſſioner of Trade hefgre. \ButHad; 
been a Man of leſs Deſert ar Figure, he 
would have ferv? d for receiving 15 | 
 fals, tho that Journey to Penis ſeems une, 
luckily to intimate as if Monſeur Maps 
| zhews had gone G farther, inta 
the Merits of the ed. yd ave: 88 nich 
, mands on our Side, hy the Anſwer. which 
is fram'd for him to the F rench King, of 
All or Nothin We Some in Wagger lay, | 
he is ſower'd a little at his not being 
nam'd for a Plenipo, with his Brothey 
 Meſneger, and no Man can much blama 
his Reſentment, ſince his Fel e eme 
5 t had ſome. Viſions 1 that Nature, 
but eſpecially conſideriag heretofore 
Poets were Generals, 1 1 ie 
and took in every thing of 
But a Diſcontented Party ihe. vs go 
further, and = hey their Bill of Complaints, 
telling us, That if the Preliminaries. had 
been Fair and Juſt, they need not have 
been Communicated to the Publick by 
| ſuch an indirect ; ways: bt o io le : 
_ Genyine by Authority,, .. ; 
How often muſt People. he told. the 
Preliminaries were only 4 roug h Draught, 
not capable of Determining a Man's Judg- 
ment, and eee to the ſeveral 
C 2 Miniſters 
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Miniſters of the Alliance, only to „ tive 0 
their Opinion of them, or as a Project 
upon which their reſpective Maſters might 
Deliberate, and to which they might 
make their Objections, not (according to 

the ſpiteful Suggeſtions of ſome People) 

as a Sentence which war pinn'd down upon 

the Alliance, and to which they muſt patient- 
ly Submit. Such Tyranny indeed might 
have' been expected from the late Supercili- 
ous M- but the preſent are too 
Human, too well vers'd in the Meaſures of 
State Decency to impoſe any rigid Terms 
upon the High Allies. But of what uſe or 
ſatisfaction would the Publication of theſe 
Preliminary Articles by Authority have been 
to the Kingdom? Why, only to Divide 
and Perplex us the more: We fee how 
thoſe Preliminaries which Stole into the 
World were Baited: What a noiſe was made 
of the Ambiguity of ſuch an Article? The 
poor D — h Lamented over as irrecover- 
ably loſt; The Empire as juſt going to be 
devour'd: Our Liberties at Stake, our Pro- 
perty fwallow'd: up, and all the Popular 
Arguments made uſe of to Fire the Nation 
into an abhorrence of the preſent Admi- 
niſtration. Every Mechanick now pretends 
to reaſon upon State-Matters, and explain 
all Difficultics his own way; 5 and after theſe 
Articles 


ſtruction, improve a 
unneceſſary Doubts over the Minds of 
the Weak and Unwary, it ſeem'd alto- 
gether agreeable to the Rules of Prudence 
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Articles had been bandy'd through ſo ma- | 
ny Hands, conſidering how many careful 
Engines ar always .at hand to interpret 
every dubious Paſſage to the worſt Con- 


Dilguſt, a nd ſpread 


to conceal: them from the Publick. In- 


deed when the Nation was ſo alarm'd at 
the firſt ſight of them, it muſt always be 


mentioned to the Immortal Honour of 


Abel, that he vamp'd vp ſome new Arti- 


cles with all convenient ſpeed, to make 
the Nation eaſy, finding the firſt did not 
digeſt kindly with them; and tho? ſome 

were the more Inflam'd, becauſe they 


aw no better Warrant for them than 


that lying Paper, as they are pleasd' to 
call it, yet others found ſufficient relief 
from what he ſaid; grounding their com. 


fort upon Abel's being often ſeen walking 


near the Cocł-Pit. Still the WM 
went on ſteadily. in purſuit of the Glort- 
ous Scheme they had laid down, without 
having any regard to the loud Clamours 
of ſome ; the bold Conjectures of others; 

and the more dangerous Inſinuations of a 
77177... + FOO | 


The 


( 


£4 a3 


The Faction think they have one: un- 
anſwerable Argument on their ſide, which 
they bring to bear upon us at every turn, 
againſt. the Preſent Negotiationus; vis. 


That it was a bold and unprecedented 


Rep to commence a Treaty upon a diffe- 


rent bottom than the declar'd Senſe of 
the Queen and Nation, importing the 
Reduction of the whole Spaniſd Monarchy 
to King Charles Obedience, and that no 
Peace could be Safe or Honourable, if 
Spain, or the Meſt- Indies, or any part of 
the Spariſh Monarchy, be ſuffer'd to re- 


main in the power of the Houſe of Bour- 


bon: To which they add the ſolemn. 
Judgment of the Queen upon that Head 


Dis. That the Ballance of Power in Eu- 


rope would be utterly deſtroyd, if the 
Freech King continud Maſter of the 


Spaniſh Monarchy. 


What ſeem'd. Expedient for the Good 
of Ezrope at one time might not be ſo 


at another, by the Change of -Circum- © 


ſtances : The Death of the Emperor has 


given a great Pall to our Eagerneſs for 
Uniting the Spaniſh Monarchy to the Em- 
ire; and well it may, when we have 


1 told terrible Stories of Charles the 
Fifth and Ferdinand, what Cannibals and 


Tyrants they were, and how aſpiring to 
= Univerſal | 


Univerſal Monarchy ; and from What 


tmey have been (tho the Imperial Nation 
was ten times more potent and abfofute 


at that time than at prefent) we mut 


rationally conclude there may be the ſame 


Danger from another of the fame Line. 
But what has given an unlueky han- 


de to theſe prying knquifirive Whigs, is 


the Iadiſeretion of a certain Author, who 


always writes Honeſtly, Candidly, and 


ſtrictiy True, tho? not ſo warily as he 
| ſhould do. After ſuch a copious Deſtri 
tion, I need not tell you that I mean th; 
former Examiner, who it ſeems had laid 
dow à Scheme of Peace, contrary to theſe 
_ Reſblutions of P-—— t, long before the 


Emperor's Death was thought of; ſo that 
they pretend to tell us that the Emperor's 


Death has been made uſe of only as a Co- 


lour to atnuſePeople with the immeaſurable 


Power of Spain and the Empire United, 


and dreadful Apprehenſions of the Houſe 
of Auſtris. Well, ſuppoſing that Cele- 
brated;Author had been fo free asto give in 


his Sentiments different from theOpinion ok 
former Pts about a Peace, ſtill how can 


this Notion be chatg d upon rhe 1 
As that Paper never appear'd under the 


ſhelter of Publick Authority, ſo it can be 


nothing but a looſe Conjecture of a De- 
4 ſigning 
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Ggning Party who would fain improve 
_every-Surmiſe into Reality. But tho? we 
own a great Deference ought to be paid 
to the free and unconſtrain'd Votes of 
pt; yet if we conſider how theſe 
Votes about reſtoring the Spaniſh Monar- 
chy entire, were procured (even by Me- 
' thods ſcarce ſpecious) it muſt neceſſarily 
abate. much of our Veneration for the 
Reſolutions of ſo great an. Aſſembly. 
For we are told, by the ſame unerring Au- 
thor, that in order to carry on the dange- 
rous Deſigns of a prevailing Party at that 
time, preſerve them in Power, perpetuate 
the War, and gratify the unmeaſureable 
Appetites of a few Leaders Civil and Mi- 
litary, tho' by Hazarding the Ruin of the 
whole Nation. This Counſel, tho deſperate 
in it ſelf unpreſidented in the Nature: of it, 
they procure a Majority {of the Houſe) to 
form into an Addreſs, which makes it 
look like the Senſe of the Nation: Un- 
der this ſhelter they carry on their Work, 
and lye ſecure againſt after-reckonings : 
Thus far that Excellent Dreamer of Dreams. 

Here the Whigs may perhaps turn ſhort 
upon us again, and charge the fame Re- 
ſolutions upon an Honeſt, Mor 10 25 
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High- Church, Tacking H— of C-— 3 
in 1703, and they cannot be*ſuppog'd 
liable to Error - They could have no De- 
ſigns of Ruining their Country by a long 
and expenſive War, or aggrandizing the 


Houſe of Auſtria, to the Prejudice of 


France. Gt 5 

Well, we own its Human to err; and 
tho? the Whigs may take ſome ee 
cover the Loyal and Honeſt Party of the 
Kingdom in thoſe Votes, yet oy had 
the Grace to repent ſuddenly of ſuch raſh 
Reſolutions in Favour of the Houle of 
Auſtria : And could they have dream'd 
the Power would ſo ſoon have been taken 
out. of their Hands, and ſuch ill Uſes 
. made of an unwary Vote, by the wicked 


Party that ſucceeded them in Truſt and 


Power, they would have left no ſuch 
Monument upon Record, to be reproach- 
ed by in after Ages. 3 

Some people, of the ſame wicked 
ſtamp, will tell us, that let the Votes 


have been procured never ſo clandeſtinely, 


yet ſo long as they carry'd the face of 
Authoriry along with them, ſo long as 
they were at that time received as the 
concurrent Sentiments of the Nation, 
and they remain ſtill unattack*d by any 
ſubſequent Authority, there ſhould ſome 
e _— ſhadow 
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ſhadow of Reſpect, at leaſt, be paid to 
JJV 
Reſpect do they ſay? What to Pro- 
ceedings which to all people Abroad, and 
to perſons of diſtinction at Home, muſt 
look like the higheſt ſtrain of Temerity, 
Folly and Gaſconade. But if after all 
theſe Clamours, we ſhoyld have a Peace 
incluſive of the Right of. the Houſe of 
Aaſtria to the Spaniſh Monarchy! And 
we can ſcarce fail of it after ſuch con- 
firm'd Reports of obtaining ſuch an Ho- 
nourable Peace as England never ſaw, of 
is ever like to ſee again. What a Mor- 
tification would it be to the Mhigs to ſee 
themſelves outdone by Politicians of a 
lower ſize, as they arrogantly fancy ? A 
bad Game taken. out of their Hands, and 
recover'd to a Miracle by fuch - Artful 
„ „% 
But this noiſy Race take frequent Oc- 
caſions to declaim againſt the approach- 
ing Peace, becauſe the Preliminaries, 
which were ſign'd by Mr. Meſnuager, don't 
come up to theirs, and conſequently can- 
not be ſo advantageous in the end to the 
Alliance. CG _ py 
It would be very ſtrange, if the 
ſhould be of the ſame Complexion wit 
the Whiggiſh Preliminaries; for then = 
| CO 
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eould never expect to enjoy Peace for 


many Generations: For it's plain (and I 
have French Authority to juſtify what 


I fay, which is become of ſome Credit 


a-late, whatever it was formerly) that 
the late Plenipotentiaries of England and 
Holland affected to explain the Prelimi- 
naries in an obſcure manner, that there 


might be room left for advancing farther 


Pretenſions beyond the Conditions alrea- 
dy granted; ſo that the French had no 


| ſooner conſented to one Demand, which 
was to be the laſt, but that they flew off 


to ſubſtitute another more exorbitant: 


They likewiſe vary'd their Demands, 
and regulated their Pretenſions according 


to the Events of War, and always took 
Advantage of the French Agent's forward 
Advances towards a Safe and Honourable 
Peace. 1 e 

No in theſe Preliminaries there are 


no Conditions but what France impoſes 


on herſelf; and therefore ſhe cannot 


complain of being ill treated, at the firſt 


ſetting out, or fail of ſtanding punctu- 
ally to the Spirit of the Article : For the 
letter muſt be own'd a little ambiguous, 
and the Terms indefinite. 
But alas theſe Preliminaries are nothing 
to the Specifick Offers that have been 
| ” My made 


* * : * 
by 5 1 
* * 2 1 
* & 1 * 
9 


5 LS 
made on the part of France, which abun- 
dantly compeaſate for the ambiguity of 
the former: In the preſent Situation, 
the French are charm'd into Condeſcen- 
fions by Humanity, and our fincere In- 
- Clinations towards a Peace ; whereas the 
Late M=—y, and thoſe who had the 
Direction of the D—'b Affairs, made 
the Peace then a-foot ro depend upon 
impracticable Conditions = © 

What ftrange Unnatural - Hardſhips 
were they impoſing upon the Moſt Chri- 
ſtian King! One Year they demand of 
that Immortal Man to join his Forces 
with the reſt of the Confederacy, to ob. 
lige the King his Grandſon to reſign the 
Crown of Spain. Another, they would 
have that Great Monarch take the whole 
Enterprize upon himſelf, and have the 
Boldneſs to tell his Miniſters, that if 
formerly they were fſatisfy'd with leſs 
Pretenſions, a better Inſight into their 
Intereſt had made them no longer fo 
contented. : . 

Yet ſome of the Male · contents amongſt 
us have juſtify*d theſe rigid Terms, and 
rudely handling the Majeſty of Godlike 
Kings, have been heard to ſay, that 
France having plac'd the Duke of Anjou 
on the Throne of Spain, by the moſt 
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odious manner of Uſurpation, nothing 
can be more Juſt than to force that King 
to redreſs the Evil he has been guilty of, 
and Reſtore to the Right Owner a Mo- 
narchy which has been Uſurp'd with a 
Breach of the moſt Sacred Oaths, and 
molt Solemn Renunciations. 
| Theſe Conditions were ſo grating, that 
no Civil or Well-bred M——— y could 
well offer to ſo Great a Prince; and 
therefore there was no likelihood of mak- 
ing any progreſs in this memorable Peace 
we are about, if the firſt Steps had been 
ſo difagreeable. For this and ſeveral 
other Reaſons, New Articles could not 
be form'd upon the Old ones. All the 
former Paces were neceſſarily to be re- 
vers*d,and the wholeScheme'quite chang'd. 
But Men of theſe reſtleſs Principles 
proceed ſtill, multiplying Cavils upon the 
Preſent My, and find fault with the 
manner of carrying on the Treaty at a 
publick Congreſs, and reflect upon the 
Anti-Monarchical State of Holland, uſing 
a Great Monarch with that unbecoming 
Freedom of making him firſt ſend to the 
Hague to ſue for Peace, and Sollicit a Peace 
from the Dutch at their own Doors. 
Then ſending his Plenipotentiaries to a 
private Corner of Cgaland, and me 
| | | Wit 
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with them as it were in a Priſon or a Gar- 
riſon, and in fine ſending them home 
again with a true Democratical Stiffneſs 
and Difdain. _ 555 

It was but too evident what a ſort of 
Government we were running into by our 
M ——- y's concurring with the Datel to 
uſe the Plenipotentiaries of that great 
Prince after ſo Inglorious a manner: It 
was like putting them to the Torture, to 
make them Grant more than they were 
inclin'd to do, and to promiſe any thing 
to get out of their Priſon, tho ſome confi- 
dently affirm they had the Choice of that 
ſpacious City of Antwerp to treat in. How - 
ever, let the Conditions have been never 
ſo fair, it certainly did not look with ſo 
good a Grace, to have an Affair of that 
publick Concern, and in which ſo many 
Potentates were concern'd, treated in ſuch 
an obſcure Corner. Upon an Appeal to 
the World, I am ſure the Majority will 
be of Opinion, that a publick Congreſs is 
the cleareſt and openeſt way of Proceed- 
ing, where the reſpective Pretenſions are 
all heard, and likely to be adjuſted, and 
where none can make advantageous Bar- 
gains for themſelves in Prejudice to the 
reſt of their Alliances, without Diſco- 
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The fame Party I have been ſpeaking 
of, would likewiſe perſwade the World 
that the Scheme was a lictle alter'd after 
the Congreſs began; that the Prelimina- 
ries had their Name chang'd, and not al- 
low*d to be the Baſis of the enſuing Trea- 

ty; but calb'd by the Humble Title of 
Seven Propoſitions, only binding to his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ; whence they 
conjecture ſome People were aſham'd to | 
own them: But I think it may with much E 
more Juſtice be aſſerted, that as the Spe- 

_ eifick Offers were Explanatory of the Pre- 
liminaries, it was to no purpoſe/ to inſiſt 
obſtinately upon them, eſpecially when ſo 
oreat a Branch of the Alliance, as the 
Emperor, was to be gain'd by a Compli- 
ance, And yet the French, with all their 
boaſted Explanations of the Preliminaries, 
have given leſs Satisfaction to the World 
then whilſt we were kept in Suſpence, 
ſay the Whigs. The Houſe of Lords 
proteſted againſt the firſt Article of ir, 
which denies the Queen her juſt Title 
till the Peace is Sign'd, none of the Arti» if 
cles are Satisfactory; in ſhort, they were 
call'd Trifling, Arrogant and Injurious to WM 
Her Majeſty and her Allics. 
I muſt own that if ſo great an Authority 
had not biaſs'd my private Judgment, I 
ſhould 
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ſhould not eaſily have been concluded b 
the Sentiments of a very Numerous and 
Zealous Party amongſt us, who think the 
French Conceſſions very Large and Satis- 
factory; but I fhould ſoon reſign my un- 
derſtanding, if I could tell what Opinion 
the M y have of them, If they ap- 
prov'd them I ſhou'd have no further Di-. 
ſpute with my ſelf ; but however, we 
muſt not ſuppoſe thoſe Conceſſions on the 
rt of France, are the laſt Favours ſhe 
ves granted the Allies: She would be 
ſollicited like a Coy. Miſtreſs, and give 
ſparingly, that every Gift may have it's 
- Emphaſis of Value ſet upon it. Ne- 
ver Flatter your ſelves ye Malecontents 
that the preſent M ——y will make a 
worfe Peace than your Two Wonder- 
working Plenipo's. They know the mer- 
cy of your Party too well to lie open to 
Inſults of them. They know you are 
furniſh'd with Invectives and ready primd 
with Scandal, and therefore I don't doubt 
but there will be due care taken to diſap- 
point you. There is no greater pleaſure 
than to fee the Whigs cock upon every 
little Obſtruction that ſeems to lie in the 
way to Peace, and then turn Moody up- 
on it's being remov'd, to ſee them fold 
their Arms in wonder, and Query me 
| the 
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the Peace can end, and to hear them make 
Miſteries about it, and affirm it muſt be 
a bad Peace, becauſe it does not ſquare to 
their Plan. Britain, alas, before this 
preſent M—=y, Was too open in all her 
State Secrets, Diſpatches lay careleſly 
about, that every one might be tempted 
to be a Spy upon the Secrets of Govern- 
ment; but now the Whigs with all their 
Penetration, cannot dive in the Conditi- 
ons of this Peace, and half of their An- 
ger is, becauſe they are kept out of the 
Secret. It is pity (if it could he done 
without Prejudice to the Honeſt Part of 
the Nation, who are impatient to ſee 
this Good Peace) that the Malecontents 
are not kept in ſuſpence longer, till they 


grew meagre with ExpeQation. 


There are others leſs Sanguine then the 
profeſs'd Whigs, who inſinuate plauſibly, 
That upon the Addreſs of the Lords, 
France ſhould have been immediately 
conſtrainꝰd to retract her Inſolence, or 
he Negotiations been inſtantly ' broke 
But then, in anſwer to that, others 
will argue, and with ſome colour of Rea- 
ſon, that tho? a great Deference ought to 
be paid to the Sentiments of that Illuſtri 
ous Houſe, yet the C——s not joining 
in that Addreſs, it did not look ſo entire- 
y the equal Senſe of as Nation. It the 
CC 
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C s had thought the Q-— s Hon-' 
our ſo ſenſibly touch'd, as the I. 8 
Houſe Repreſented it, no doubt a Body 
ſo Jealous, ſo Tender even of the moſt 
diſtant Approaches of an Affront to the 
Prerogative, would have contended for 
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the earlieſt Expreſſions of Duty; but it's 


poſſible a great part of the Nation might 


look upon the Delay of Acknowledzment 


of the Q-—s Title on the part of France, 


only a bare Formality, always obſerv'd 


between two oppoſite Crowns, whilſt. 
there 1s any competition on foot, elfe 


how could we be excus'd from taking 
Fire at a deſign'd Affront offer*d to Sacred 
Majeſty, at a time when the Strain of 
Duty runs ſo high (and bleſſed be our 
Stars) likely to continue, when even 
poor King W —— m ſcarce of Honourable 


mention, beſides a Dutchman born, was 
Complimented with Addreſſes from all 


Parts, in Vindication of his Rightful and 


Lawful Title to the Imperial Crown of 


Great Britain, againſt che Impoſtor on the 


other fide the Water, which the French 


King vamp*d up with the Title of King of 


England after the old Gentleman's Death. 


* 


It's plain if there was any Defect in the 


Cordial Tenders of Duty in General; 
ſome People had an Opinion there was 


too much of Party in the exceſſes on the 


other Side, and ſo wav'd their Diſcloſures, 
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as knowing they were true 1/rae/ites with- 
out Guile, tho? I muſt confeſs the Q-— 8 
tender Senſe of the L- ds Addreſs in 
thanking them for the Zgal they expreſs for 
ber Honour, ſhould have awaken'd every Ho- 
neſt Briton that had not taken too ſtrong 
an Opiate : But it's poſſible that ſuch an 
unwary or undeſign'd Affront on the 
French fide, might be paſs'd over by a 
Compaſſionate M y {tho? with the 
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laſt Reluctance) in hopes of forwarding 


ſo great a Bleſſing as the Honourable 
Peace we are likely to enjoy in few Days; 
not that I would have any careleſs Fel- 
low run away with a Notion as if the 
French were not ſeverely check'd for their 
Arrogance in Letters of State: Yes, and 
put into an Ague Fit, leaſt the Treaty 
ſhould break off, after having ſo long 
flatter'd themſelves with the Compliances 
of a M ———y, which were only ſo ma» 
ny Proofs of their Humanity; but not to 
be provok'd into Reſentment. | 
There are not wanting others of this 
cavilling Race, who tell us that ſince the 


On had aſſur'd the L. ds of her utmoſt 


Endeavours to reſcue & — and the 


W- I—-s out of the Hands of the Houſe 
of Bourbon, ſo momentous an Affair 

ſhould have been ſettled before the Open- 

ing of the Congress, | x87 


Theſe Whzzs ſtill keep dragging upen 
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the Affair of 8 -u, and ſtretch every ex- 
preſſion in favour of the Houfe of Auſtria 


ro the laſt extremity : If a Perſon uſes 
his utmoft endeavour to compaſs a thing, 


and finds he is not capable of going 
through with it, is he for that Reaſon 
held to Impoſſibilities? We find however 


there has been ſo much Degency obſervd 
through the whole Courſe of the Negoti- 
ations, that the Duke of Azxjon's Miniſters 
have not been admitted, unleſs you'll en. 


viouſly ſay, That Lewis XIV. was Spon- 


for for his Grandſon, becauſe he ſeems to 
take upon him that Quality in the Speci- 
fick Explanation of the Offers of France; 
but we lay no greater Streſs upon that Ex- 


planation, than we did upon his Prelimi- 


naries, and tho* he was permitted without 
any check to talk of the Catholick King his 
Grandfon, we may be ſure it's look*d upon 


at C-t no more than French Gafeonade, 


and that he would make the beſt Flouriſh 


he could before a Submiſſion. Theſe were 


Airs the French Plenipotentiaries gave 
themſelves before the Specifick Demands 
of the Allies were given in, in order to 


ſoften them as much as poſſible by affecting 


to ſtand upon the riſing Ground, and not 
being reduc*d to the neceſſity of accept - 


ing abſolute Terms from the Conquerors. 


There is no Man ſure would make a 


My accountable for the vain and | 
„ 1 unguar d- 
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unguarded Expreſſions of the Mareſchal 
d' Huxelles, or think he had any Warrant 


from them for his Inſolence to the Im- 


rial Ambaſſador. Indeed, what he 


d the boldneſs to advance in relation 
to a point in Debate, (the Duke of Anjor's 
Right to ſend Plenipotentiaries to the 
Congreſs, having been inſiſted upon im- 


 mediately before by the ſaid Mareſchal,) 


viz. That the Queen of Exgland had en- 


gap'd Her Promiſe, might have been a 
little more clear'd; though I think my 


Lotd Privy Seal's return, vis. That there 
was ao fach thing in his Inſtructions, was 
but an indifferent Complement to the 


Truth of his Aſſertion; and Charity, as 


well as a confirm'd Opinion of the Inte- 
grity of the preſent M —— y, oblige me 
to think that a Plenipotentiary of France 


Would rather hazard his Henour by aſ- 
ſerting a falſe thing, than believe he had 


any private Conceſſions from our C t 


differem from my Lord Privy Seal's In- 


ſtruct ions: To think that ſo Wiſe a 


M- y would give up ſuch an important 


Point as Spain, &. after the French Kugñ 
had ſhewn all the readineſs imaginable to 


abandon bis Grandſon by the former 
Whiggiſh Preliminaries, nay, had offer% 


any reaſonable Sum of Money to for- 


ſtion in Diſpute was not, whether Spain 


| ſhould 
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ſhould be evacuated, but in what manner; 


by Compulſion or Perſwaſion, when our 


Forces have been victorious ſince that 


Treaty, and no Alteration in the Affairs 
abroad, but a very ſmall one in the 


Change of a General, and that for the 


better: In fine, when we have a full 
Exchequer, an united Loyal People; I 
ſay, when we have ſuch a Complication 


of Bleſſings at Home, no Man ſhall in- 


cline me to believe that our Terms will 
be leſs advantageous than thoſe aumeroug 
but falacieus Articles (as a Weekly Au- 
thor of happy Mention has it in his 
Poſt-Boy) Sign'd by the D— of M——b 
and / d. 

But the Faction, tho? 4 are ;aclig'd 


to believe ſeveral Beneficial Terms might 
be obtain'd for Great Britain, yet they 


pertly aſſure us they muſt be founded in 


a Separate Peace, 


No it is Demonſtration to me, this 
is only a Chimera of their own Brain, 


and only invented to foment Diviſions; 


_ for if any Impartial Man will but caſt 


his Eyes upon the Specifick Demands of 
Great Britain, we have in One Article, 


in a manner, ty'd our ſelves down to act 


in concert with the Allies, for the mutual 
Good of each other : For there it is ex- 


preſs'd. That Her Majeſty, conformably to 


ter Alliances, inſiſts that the moi# Chri- 


ſtian 
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of France. - . ORD 
Now I would fain know what can be 


meant by Juſt and Reaſonable Satisfacti- i 


on, but allowing the Emperor his Pre- 
tenſions to Spain, which by his Brother's 
Death is now become Jure Divino, Inde- 


feazably, Hereditarily, Unalienably his; 


and therefore it is a Myſtery to me how 
the Whigs can, in oppofition to the ex- 


preſs Letter, give ſuch wrong Interpre- 
tations. Oh wicked and perverſe Gene- 


ration! 5 e OL ee 

The Whigs in fine further teize us with 
an Object ion, and tell us, it was Prevarica- 
tion on the part of France, after their 


Plenipotentiaries had Three Weeks al- 


low'd them to give in their Anfwer to 


the Specifick Demands of the Allies, to 


come at laſt with a formal Declaration; 
That as they had communicated the 8 


cifick Offers of the moſt Chriftian King, 
and the Alies had likewiſe given in their 
Specifick Demands, they were ready to ul 


Treat by way of Conference. - 


Now I think the French ated: rather 


fairer in this Point than ever : For they 


being ſenſible how often they have been 


reproach'd by all Nations for having 
broke thro? their written Engagements, 


the 


flian King ſbal cauſe Juſt and Reaſonable | 
Satisfaction to be given to all and every ons 
of the High Allies, upon what they demand 

| 3 5 4 „ 1934 83 


5 


9 * 
| Y 


k 
2 y 
; : 
+ ny 
7 . 
= 


+ 
* — —— —U—.ë5 —— — — — ＋ 8 


ji . 1 me _ 7 RE 
| 25 were reſold, * the Pars OM 4 N 
-- charg'd only with Verbal Falſhoods. Burt 
05 the French may call thoſe Spe- - 
_ Cifick Offers, there muſt ill be better in 
Reſerve :' For if thoſe were the Sum of 
[21 What France would offer, and her Final 
„ 2 er T rn of the 
55 s being ſo diametrically oppaſite, it's 
impoſſible they ſhould be 8 , 
RN and conſequently the Treaty muſt, have 
broke off upon the leni firſt 
Report to their reſpective Frincipals: But 
1 alas it was only a prudential Reaſon 
| kept the French from returning an An- 
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ſelves, the Confederates made ſo bad an 
Uſe of the laſt written Papers as to irri- 
tate the People againſt them. Now you 
muſt not ſuppoſe 1 — they way'd Writing 
cbecauſe their Anſwer to the Allies De- 
mands would have been ſo Trifling as to 
bhbhave provok;d the People worſe, but 
x; having to deal with ſo many, they had a 
mind to try an Experiment by way of 
Conference, to ſee what Abatements they 
WW. could gain of the Allies, before they gave 
1 their Final Anſwer in WIS, which 1 is 
b dee e 


Wer in Writing, ſince, as they ay chem- . 


